Minutes of the Biodiversity Group meeting on 11" March 2026
In the chair: Clare Kendrick Robinson (CKR)

Present: Stephen Novy (SN), Alison Shelley (AS), Glyn Evans (GE), Clare Shirley (CIS), Simon
Blaxill (SB), Jez Gladwin (JG), Mark Leitch (ML), Gail Parker (GP), Roger Hawkins (RH),
Catherine Herbert (CH), Ramya Ambikapathi (RA), Vanessa Middleton (VM), Penny Simpson
(PS)

Apologies: Sam Davey, Josephine Kingsford, Christine Lee, Pete Connery, Michael Smither,
Gillian Maloney, Michael Barnard, Julia Mason, Andrea Williams

1. Chair’s welcome: CKR welcomed everyone to the meeting, and in particular Catherine
Herbert (Brightlingsea Nature Recovery Group) and Ramya Ambikapathi (University of
Eastern Finland), our two presenters. She also thanked ML for his excellent piece on
gardening for nature in the Spring edition of Wivenhoe News. She invited other members of
the group to consider writing for the Summer edition of Wivenhoe News, including a couple
of photos.

Action: Volunteer to write a piece on nature recovery/biodiversity for the Summer edition of
Wivenhoe News (deadline: 15 May).

2. Presentation by Catherine Herbert: The Brightlingsea Nature Recovery Map

GE introduced the presentation by stressing that the map, developed by Catherine Herbert
and Susie Jenkins, is based on information provided by local residents (an example of citizen
science) and is likely to be a better representation of the state of local nature than desk-
based ecology reports.

The map itself consists of a number of levels of information, some of which allow the
general public to add observations, e.g. of birds, mammals, insects, invertebrates, flora,
trees, directly in the form of coloured dots (blue for birds, red for hedgehogs, green for flora,
and so on). Other levels can be accessed only by administrators that allow mapping of areas.

CH will provide a handout explaining how the map works that will be circulated in due
course.

It was noted that rare species should not be put on the map (to avoid disturbance by the
curious). It was also suggested that the Biodiversity Group should determine one or two
volunteer administrators who would monitor the usage by residents in Wivenhoe and have
access to the non-public levels.

Action: Call for volunteers to act as the Wivenhoe administrators for the nature recovery
map.



3. Presentation by Ramya Ambikapathi: The use of biochar to alleviate water stress in
urban street trees

Ramya is a post-doctoral researcher from the University of Eastern Finland, on an EU-funded
visiting scholarship to the University of Essex. Based on the measurement of biogenic
volatile organic compounds (BVOCs) emitted by trees, which differ between healthy and
drought-stressed trees, her research aimed to compare the use of soil mixed with biochar
with other types of soil. She found that the use of biochar, which is a form of plant-based
charcoal produced by a process called pyrolysis, improves soil structure that holds 20% more
water than untreated soil. Urban trees planted with a biochar-soil mix are more resilient to
changes in the climate.

4. Matters Arising from January meeting

(a) CKR reported that the GROW project at the Broomgrove schools is up and running, with
over 20 volunteers at each of the first two work parties, transforming a dilapidated space
into a garden with raised beds and the foundations for a polytunnel.

(b) Nature recovery event at the Zoo, 25" February 2026: RH reported that the day consisted
of two plenaries and several parallel sessions. The plenaries presented the Essex Local
Nature Recovery Strategy and a renaturing project around a chalk stream in Newport (west
Essex). Our group presented on the green verges project. The majority of attendees were
representatives of parish and borough councils who were keen to learn from each other’s
experiences.

(c) Funding: Sam Davey, who couldn’t be with us through iliness, continues to monitor
possibilities for funding on our behalf. Two possible funding sources that were mentioned at
(b) above are the Tudwick Foundation (grants of £300 to £3k for projects in Essex and
Suffolk), and Kew Garden’s ‘Grow Wild Fund'.

(d) Media: GP has been active in adding content to our Facebook page and intends soon to
extend it to Instagram. The page has been attracting interest from the local community. A
specific example is that, in response to an item on swift boxes, SB has received a request
from 9 more residents to install a box, which would bring the total of houses with swift
boxes to 24. GP called on the group to provide photos and items to ensure the page is
continually being refreshed.

Action: All to send GP content for the Facebook page. RH to send GP information about the
plant and seed share events on 16™ and 17" May and a link to the Plant and Seed Share
Facebook page.

(e) Contacts with developers: GE reported that he was making progress in talking to the
developers Tarmac and Taylor Wimpey about nature recovery, site management and
pollution on Rectory Hill. He hopes to be able to lead a walkabout for the Biodiversity Group
at the Tarmac site later in the spring.



(f) Wivenhoe Recipe Book contribution: CKR reported that she has written a draft of an entry
in the book for the Biodiversity Group and that Paulo Serodio has agreed to help with the
formatting of the entry.

(g) Pop-up biodiversity information stall: tbc.

5. Any Other Business

(i) SN reported that the Wildlife Garden needs attention: repair to a split in the lining of the
pond, renovation of the bug hotel and the main sign needs re-attaching.

(i) PS reported that she is working with Chris Gibson and one other on a revised project with
11-18-year-olds combining creative writing and nature recovery and based at the youth hub

behind the Council Offices.

(iii) ML asked whether anyone was still looking after the station garden. CKR and RH said
they would try to find out.

Action: CKR and RH to find out who is looking after the station garden.

Date and time of next meeting: Monday 29" June, at 7pm in the Wyvern Room, William
Loveless Hall.



