Minutes of the Biodiversity Group meeting on 14t January 2026
In the chair: Glyn Evans (GE)

Present: Stephen Novy (SN), Alison Shelley (AS), Clare Shirley (CIS), Simon Blaxill (SB), Jez
Gladwin (JG), Michael Padmore (MP), Mark Leitch (ML), Gail Parker (GP), Julia Mason (JM),
Roger Hawkins (RH), Clare Kendrick Robinson (CKR), Jamie Coenen (JC), Cam Southcott (CoS),
Mike Barnard (MB), Pete Connery (PC), Carolyn Appleby (CA), Liz Tayor Jones (LTJ), Andrea
Williams (AW).

1. Apologies: Sam Davey, Alex Rook, Jan Tyne, Susie Jenkins, Josephine Kingsford, Laurie
Bussis.

[Note: if you just want to read a summary of all proposed actions, go to page 4]
2. Matters Arising

(a) SB has set up a recording device to play swift calls from his swift box. One problem is that
it has been occupied by sparrows and needs to be cleared out. There was some discussion of
purchasing cheap recording devices that could be attached to other swift boxes.

(b) Wildflower seeding of verges: a new attempt will be made to seed a selected number of
verges this year with native wildflower seed: High Street, Parkwood/Rosabelle junction, Leys
Road, the grass strip by the William Loveless Hall. The verge at the junction of Rectory and
Ernest Roads has already been sown.

It was suggested that the land opposite Millfields School, where Cadent have been working
could also be sown, if the time is appropriate.

AW said that she and Laurie Bussis could in the future provide native wildflower seeds from
their own gardens.

Action: RH to coordinate those willing to mow, scarify and sow the seeds.

(c) Hedgehog habitat recovery. Mark Cory, who raised this at the last meeting, was not
present to give an update. GE noted that Taylor Wimpey are installing fencing with hedgehog
holes on their new estate.

(d) House Martins: MP will write something that could appear in some of our new media
outlets (webpage, Facebook — see item 8).

(e) Broomgrove Infant School project update: CKR reported that she had been in touch with
Sophie Besant, who is coordinating the project at the school. Sophie says the plan is to order
all equipment needed by the end of January so that practical work can start in February,
when volunteers from the group might be called for.



Action: CKR to continue as the link between Broomgrove Infant school and the Biodiversity
Group regarding the plants for growing food project.

3. Action Plan (updated for 2026)

GE elaborated on the priority ‘Working with developers’ and talked of creating a wildlife
corridor from Broadfields to the north of the town down via 41 acres, Keelars Flood and
Sunnymead Farm to the river. He is involved in ongoing discussions with developers and
landowners about how to best manage these areas for biodiversity.

Following the meeting GE circulated a map of the key sites.

GE has suggested to Taylor Wimpey that the Biodiversity Group could help with the
management of the proposed Broadfields Nature Reserve.

Action: GE to keep the Biodiversity Group informed of developments in his discussions with
developers and landowners.

Other priorities are covered in items below.

4. Small Group Discussion

The following main points came out of the small group discussion:

1. Several groups highlighted the need for the Group to promote its activities more widely
through different media (website, Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram). One idea was to hold a
stall promoting biodiversity either outside or inside the Coop. It was also suggested that

‘Bird Aware’ might be invited to join.

Action: JM to ask the Coop whether they would accept a stall inside the shop; GE to ask the
owners of the green space beyond the Coop car park whether a stall could be held there.

2. More effort should be made to involve members of the group in work parties that
implement Biodiversity group actions.

3. An effort should be made to set up gravel-garden style planters to attract pollinators and
be informative of the importance of pollinator-friendly plants outside the Library.

Action: RH and MP to investigate the feasibility and cost of acquiring planters and the
necessary growing medium for drought-resistant, pollinator-friendly plants outside the
Library.

5. Tree Mapping Group

GP had circulated a written report from a meeting of the Tree Mapping Group on 9t January.
The main points are:



(a) The group is focussing on the Ernest-Harvey-Stanley-Manor Roads area.

(b) The group had obtained information from Essex County Council about the requirements
for planting new trees.

(c) It is essential to enlist support from householders for planting and maintaining the trees
in the first few years.

(d) Precise locations for new trees need to be mapped.

(e) Appropriate trees need to be identified for specific locations.

(f) Three possible sites for trees near the Coop have been identified, once Essex County
Council have repaired the verge.

Action: GP to keep the Biodiversity Group informed of developments in increasing the
number of street trees and to call for volunteers to help with planting, when appropriate.

6. Adonis Blue Biodiversity Survey Update

GE reported that the Adonis Blue team are preparing a tree management plan for the King
George V playing field and are writing a plan for increasing habitat for nightingales and turtle
doves.

Action: GE asked the group to tell him of any ‘significant trees’ that they know of.

7. Wildlife Garden

SN reported that logs in the pond were still a problem. He also said that he would like to
improve the hedging that surrounds the garden both as wildlife habitat and as a barrier to
dogs.

Action: SN to liaise with the Gardening for Nature team about improving the hedging around
the wildlife garden.

8. Website and Facebook

MB reported that the Squarespace company could provide an easily manageable website for
c£200 a year. It was agreed that GE would provide funds from his Environment Committee
budget to support this for the first year and ask Sam Davey to explore grant funding
opportunities for subsequent years.

Action: MB and GE to liaise about acquiring a Squarespace web address; GE to ask Sam
Davey (when back from maternity leave) about grant funding for the website.

GP reported that she has set up a Facebook page for the group that should go live this
weekend (17t/18™ January).

Action: All group members to send GP photos, articles and other content to place on the
Wivenhoe Biodiversity Group Facebook page.



9. Nature Towns and Cities Accreditation Scheme

MB outlined what the accreditation scheme involves (meeting a number of criteria to show
that the town is actively engaged in promoting nature recovery). The value of being
accredited is that it can be a major contributor to success in seeking funding for biodiversity
projects.

Action: MB and GE to pursue Nature Towns and Cities Accreditation for Wivenhoe.
10. Funding Report

Sam Davey reported that she had submitted a funding application for £1,000 to the Essex
Local Nature Partnership Community Fund on behalf of the Biodiversity Group for:

Purchase of native wildflower seed to sow on green spaces/verges and to establish our own
wildflower nursery;

Plant a community orchard;

Purchase materials to run workshops for young people, e.g. in creating bug hotels, building
bird boxes.

11. Any Other Business

CKR reported that Susie Jenkins had approached the Biodiversity Group about participating
in an event at the Zoo on 23" February aimed at local town councils and newer local nature
groups, supporting them in writing biodiversity action plans.

Action: GE, CKR, PC and RH will meet to discuss giving a presentation on green verge
management at an event run by the Essex Local Nature partnership at the Zoo on 23™

February.

Date and time of next meeting: Wednesday 11" March, at 7pom in the Wyvern Room,
William Loveless Hall.

Summary of actions:
1. Action: RH to coordinate those willing to mow, scarify and sow the seeds.

2. Action: CKR to continue as the link between Broomgrove Infant school and the
Biodiversity Group regarding the plants for growing food project.

3. Action: GE to keep the Biodiversity Group informed of developments in his discussions
with developers and landowners.

4. Action: JM to ask the Coop whether they would accept a stall inside the shop; GE to ask
the owners of the green space beyond the Coop car park whether a stall could be held there.



5. Action: RH and MP to investigate the feasibility and cost of acquiring planters and the
necessary growing medium for drought-resistant, pollinator-friendly plants outside the
Library.

6. Action: GP to keep the Biodiversity Group informed of developments in increasing the
number of street trees and to call for volunteers to help with planting, when appropriate.

7. Action: GE asked the group to tell him of any ‘significant trees’ that they know of.

8. Action: SN to liaise with the Gardening for Nature team about improving the hedging
around the wildlife garden.

9. Action: MB and GE to liaise about acquiring a Squarespace web address; GE to ask Sam
Davey (when back from maternity leave) about grant funding for the website.

10. Action: All group members to send GP photos, articles and other content to place on the
Wivenhoe Biodiversity Group Facebook page.

11. Action: MB and GE to pursue Nature Towns and Cities Accreditation for Wivenhoe.
12. Action: GE, CKR, PC and RH will meet to discuss giving a presentation on green verge

management at an event run by the Essex Local Nature partnership at the Zoo on 23™
February.



