Wivenhoe Town Council

MINUTES of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 4 February 2025 at 7.30pm Chair Approved

Present: ClIr Luxford-Vaughan (Chair), Clir Widgery, Cllr Guy, Clir Andrew, ClIr Burke, Cllr Blomeley, Jo Beighton-Emms (Town Clerk) and 4 members of the public.

Public Questions: Two representatives from the Sports Trust asked for clarity on what they informed, by Clir Cory, was to be the contribution to be received by
the Trust from the Taylor Wimpey S106 agreement. Clir Luxford-Vaughan said that she had spoken with James Ryan, CCC planning, who advised
that nothing has been agreed and that this is not Clir Cory’s decision alone. There has been ambiguity, but nothing has been agreed. Clir Burke
explained what contributions the $106 agreement refers to. Cllr Luxford-Vaughan said that she would be happy to meet again at a later date.

Two members of the public said that they were attending the meeting to discuss Planning Application reference 250020. They had been in
contact with CCC CllIr Kelly as they are concerned about the increase in height. Cllr Luxford-Vaughan said that the councillors will consider the
application and can request that it is ‘called in’.

PART A

P.02.25.001 Apologies for absence: None

P.02.25.002 Declarations of interest: None

P.02.25.003 Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on 7 January 2025 were proposed by Clir Guy, seconded by Clir Burke, and approved as an
accurate record of proceedings.

P.02.25.004 Planning Applications: The Committee considered the following planning applications:

4a Reference 250020

Registered 06/01/2025

Development Application for variation of condition 2 following
grant of planning application 241152.

Address Land between, 49 Park Road and 126 High Street,
Wivenhoe Colchester CO7 9LX

WTC Comment | Objection
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WTC objects to this application for the same reasons
as for application reference 241152. WTC finds that
application 250020 is in fact more objectionable
because of the increase in height.

The reasons are:

1. We consider that the sites will be
overdeveloped and overbearing

2. The property will be overlooking
neighbouring properties.

3. Views of neighbours must be considered
4, There will be loss of permeable land.

5. There will be loss of biodiversity- the

baseline data being referred to is not the true
original. The site had already been cleared of
vegetation.

6. The development will be in contravention
of WNP Pol WIV 13 (Infill and Backland Development
on Garden Sites) which states that:

‘Within the settlement boundary proposals must
comply with all the following criteria: (i) Ensure that
the design of the proposed development reflects the
character of the surrounding townscape including
respecting the scale, mass and height of surrounding
properties and avoid the appearance of cramming’.
And the CCC Backland & Infill Development,
Supplementary Planning Development document
which states:

At 5.4 ‘A backland or infill development should make
a positive contribution to the character of the
existing locality. If a proposal fails to complement or
enhance the local area in terms of design, materials,
layout and density planning permission will be
refused’.
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7. Parking is an issue in that although 2 spaces
will be provided there is insufficient clearance space
with the neighbour’s parking allowed for.

8. Vehicular access to the road is a safety
concern.

9. The property is stated as 1.5 storeys. This is
incorrect as it is 2 storeys high.

10. The applicant previously removed a mature
oak tree on Rebow Road stating that it was to allow
for access to the garage. This garage is now being
demolished and so the reason given for the removal
of the oak was false.

WTC does not see within this application any
commitment to net zero or sustainability. WTC
therefore seeks confirmation that officers have
satisfied themselves that commitment to net zero
and sustainability have been considered in this
application.

It was agreed that the Town Clerk will ask CCC CllIr Cory to ‘call in’ this application. Two members of the public left the meeting.

4b Reference 250026

Registered 08/01/2025

Development Rear extension to bungalow and alterations to
existing building.

Address 109 Ernest Road, Wivenhoe Colchester CO7 9LJ
WTC Comment | Comment: WTC requests that the views of
neighbours are considered and that there is loss of
permeable land.

4c ‘ Reference 250141 ‘
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Registered 24/01/2025

Development Notification for prior approval for a proposed single
storey rear extension extending 8 metres beyond
the rear wall of the original dwelling, with a
maximum height of 3.925 metres, and eaves height
of 2.4 metres

Address 109 Ernest Road, Wivenhoe Colchester CO7 9LJ

WTC Comment | Comment: WTC requests that the views of
neighbours are considered and that there is loss of
permeable land.

P.02.25.005 Planning Decisions: The Committee considered the following decisions:

240966
241734
242203
242531
242580
242494

P.02.25.006 Ferry House Enforcement Update: Clir Luxford-Vaughan reported that a site visit is being arranged.

P.02.25.007 Travel & Transport Sub-Committee: Cllr Andrew reported that:

V.

The Wivenhoe Trail still needs funding for works to be done. ClIr Luxford-Vaughan said that she has a meeting the following week.

He has concerns regarding the School Streets project and has raised these with Clir Cory. The main issue is enforcement which he considers will need fixed
cameras to be installed. The red lines are ok but will encourage some drivers to drive past at a faster speed.

He has suggested ideas for the ‘Love Your Bus’ project, including new and extended services. He would like to see a quick shuttle service between the
University and the station, and the introduction of a travel card. Cllr Luxford-Vaughan said that this would be difficult as there are different bus operators.
ClIr Luxford-Vaughan suggested that this group contacts the CCC Leader regarding the lack of infrastructure for the TCBGC, particularly the lack of a
completed link road and at what level of housing will secure its completion.
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P.02.25.008 New Allotments Working Group: Cllr Burke reported that there is no update, but work has begun on the development. The track to the allotments will be
the first stage.

P.02.25.009 New Cemetery Working Group: ClIr Burke reported that draft Heads of Terms have been received from the agent for the developer, but these are not
satisfactory and therefore solicitors have been engaged to review and update them. The Town Clerk is chasing.

P.02.25.010 WNP Review: No update. ClIr Luxford-Vaughan reported that she will be attending the next Local Plan meeting at CCC on 17 February and asked other
councillors if they could speak too or raise points that could be read out.

P.02.25.011 Sports Trust/TW S106 Update- Clir Guy reported that this had been added to the agenda as he had been asked by the Sports Trust for certainty on what
had been agreed. ClIr Luxford-Vaughan said that she can add nothing further. A meeting will be arranged regarding a request from CCC for project ideas for S106
contributions.

P.02.25.012 Local Nature Plan Update: No update. Draft to be adopted at the next FTC meeting.

P.02.25.013 Leisure and Community Services SPD: Noted

P.02.25.014 Date and time of the next meeting: It was agreed that the next meeting will take place at 7.30pm on Tuesday 4 March 2025.

P.02.24.015 Exclusion of press and public: In accordance with Paragraph 1 (2) of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Council is
invited to consider if the press and public should be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following item(s) owing to
the confidential nature of the business

PART B

None

The Chair closed the meeting at 20.36.
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