Museum Group Meeting — 28 March 2025 7pm

Attendees — John Foster, Sheila Foster, Liz Dawson, Asa Aldis
Apologies — Dr Sarah Symmons

Colchester and Ipswich Museum artefact inspection

SF to respond and suggest dates for Laurie Straiton to visit for inspection. It is hoped some
lessons on artefact cleaning will be shared. Group to be updated at next meeting.

Cleaning

The museum is need of three types of cleaning. Inside the cabinets containing WTC owned
artefacts which will be conducted by JF and SF after the CI Museums inspection.

A general clean and clean of the far wall and the ceiling joists. Action — to request the Clerk
considers a request from the group for this to be cleaned by the Estates team prior to
opening.

Cap pilar pulley removed from museum Action — to receive same woodwork treatment as
previous artefacts

Opening duties and volunteers

SF to run the rota. AA to engage ClIrs to volunteer. AA to engage with university volunteers’
officers and Action for the Museum to be advertised on WTC social media\website. SF to
approach local groups to seek volunteers

The museum will open weekend of 17 May and close the weekend 20 September subject to
the announcement of the September Heritage Day event.

Heating

The heating is not working. It is accepted by the group that the heating will need to be
replaced by more modern and efficient heating. This may require some electrical work that
should also account for additional sockets being added across the back of the museum.
Action —add museum heating and electrical works to Estates agenda

Interactive research display

For some time the museum has required a monitor arm to enable public access to records.
After discussion it was decided that the available space would fit another screen approx. the
same size (43 inch). Action — investigate the costs of a second screen and support arm

JF will teach members how to navigate the software used to archive and host records to
enable the interactive research to be more available.

Replacement cabinet



The old cabinet has been removed due to woodworm. The group discussed the space and it
was felt that a large display cabinet would be costly and it not clear what would be displayed
so the following was agreed as a low cost option for the start of the season.

- Move the original 1700’s St Mary’s clock to where the old cabinet was

- Move the bakery paddle up the wall to free up wall space and use the higher space

- Purchase a functional cupboard to site the 1959 shipyard diorama and create closed
storage for cleaning products, cash box, spares and museum sundries

- Use the existing display cabinet for artefacts (it requires an electric socket) and
purchase a smaller book case with sliding doors

It is acknowledged that there may be some costs but the group are exploring options
remotely. Action — Request Estates team support to move clock and bread paddle. It is
considered that these changes will dramatically improve the largest wall in the museum and
free up space.

Storage

The group considered a large wooden box by the side of the chapel to hold the large access
ramp. Alternatively, to see if there was a grant available to enable step free access works to
be conducted. Action — Disabled and pushchair access to the museum to be considered by
the Estates committee.

D.O.N.M

Wednesday 30 April at 7pm



