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   Wivenhoe Town Council 
 

MINUTES of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 4 March 2025 at 7.30pm Chair Approved 
 

 
Present: Cllr Luxford-Vaughan (Chair), Cllr Blomeley, Cllr Burke, Cllr Hailes-Morley, Jo Beighton-Emms (Town Clerk) and 4 members of the public. 
 
Public Questions: Members of the public wished to raise their concerns about Planning Application reference 250195. They have contacted Cllr Cory. 
The main concerns are: 

1. The road is already overcrowded with traffic and parked vehicles 
2. The bend in the road where the property is located is hazardous 
3. The drawings have been updated and the measurements for the parking spaces are inaccurate. 
4. There is no mention on the plans of the lamppost, fencing and trees where the parking spaces will be provided 
5. There is no provision for parking for visitors or a vehicle for transport to school etc. 
6. The application fails to respect the surrounding amenity- there will be issues with where bins are to be located. 

 
Cllr Luxford-Vaughan thanked them and invited them to stay for the debate on this application.                               
 

PART A 

  
P.03.25.001 Apologies for absence:  Cllrs Guy, Andrew and Widgery. Their apologies were accepted.  

 
P.03.25.002 Declarations of interest: None 
 
P.03.25.003 Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on 4 February 2025 were proposed by Cllr Luxford-Vaughn, seconded by Cllr Burke, and 
approved as an accurate record of proceedings.  
 
P.03.25.004 Planning Applications: The Committee considered the following planning applications:   
 

4a Reference 250195 

 Registered 03/02/2025 

 Development Change of use to small care home (Class C2) 

 Address 95 Broome Grove, Wivenhoe Essex  CO7 9QT 

 WTC Comment Objection. 
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Wivenhoe Town Council object to this application 

for the following reasons: 

 

1. The parking provision detailed in the 

application is totally inadequate. The 

measurements of the allocated parking bays 

are detailed as 5.5 x2.9m, however this is 

not the case when using the scale for the 

drawings and the spaces are therefore 

under the ECC Highways minimum parking 

dimensions.  

2. There are obstacles to the parking bays such 

as lamppost and parked vehicles will block 

fire escapes.  

3. There are no drop kerbs- suggesting that 

parking will be accessed by vehicles crossing 

the public footpath and/or parking on the 

footpath in what is already a highly 

congested area. 

4. Four allocated parking spaces is insufficient. 

Most staff are likely to travel by car and 

from our research into the sector the 

staffing levels anticipated are unrealistic. 

There are no visitor or school vehicle (such 

as a minibus or people carrier) parking 

spaces allocated . There may also be a need 

for multidisciplinary teams of staff to 

attend. 

5. We have compared this application to a 

similar one in Shrub End by the same 

applicant. In that application there were 5 

parking spaces allocated, and the parking 

was set back from the roadside.  
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6. WTC requests that the planning officer co-

ordinates with the waste strategy team to 

consider if there are any issues with the 

location of the bins as detailed in the 

application. There may also be clinical 

waste.  

7. The Planning Officer should consider the 

impact of the ECC ‘School Streets’ project on 

this road . It is anticipated that there will be 

red lines along Broome Grove pushing traffic 

away from the school gates.  

8. WTC requests a site visit to confirm the 

allocation of parking bays and suggests 

consultation with the Fire Service.  

 

 
It was agreed that the Town Clerk would contact CCC Cllrs Cory and Kelly to request that this application is called in. 
  

4b Reference 250231 

 Registered 06/02/2025 

 Development Application for variation of condition 2 following 
grant of planning permission 242068 

 Address 20 Woodland Way, Wivenhoe Essex  CO7 9AT 

 WTC Comment Comment- WTC does not see within this application 

any commitment to net zero or sustainability. WTC 

therefore seeks confirmation that officers have 

satisfied themselves that commitment to net zero 

and sustainability have been considered in this 

application.  

 

4c Reference 250254 

 Registered 10/02/2025 

 Development Proposed Single Storey Rear Infill Extension to 
Replace Existing   Conservatory 

 Address 25 Admirals Walk, Wivenhoe Essex  CO7 9SZ 
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 WTC Comment No comment 

 
 

4d Reference 250197-Certificate of Lawful Use - Existing 

 Registered 19/02/2025 

 Development Rear single storey extension 

 Address 27 Lammas Way, Wivenhoe Essex  CO7 9HD 

 WTC Comment Comment- WTC request that views of neighbours 

are considered.  

 

4e Reference 242191 

 Registered 28/10/2024 

 Development Change of use of upper floors and outbuilding from 
offices to 7no. one bed residential units and 1no. 
basement Office, along with minor alterations to 
exterior of the building and internal alterations 
*****REVISED DESCRIPTION ******* 

 Address Grosvenor House, 1 Station Road, Wivenhoe 
Colchester  CO7 9DH 

 WTC Comment Objection: WTC’s original comments stand but with 

the introduction of more offices to the application 

WTC considers that the lack of provision for parking 

is untenable and would significantly increase local 

traffic and exacerbate the issues with parking on 

Station Road. The application states that the 

apartments are suitable for single people but WTC 

considers that this is an assumption that cannot be 

made. 

There has been an absence of an appropriate 

marketing exercise for the site to continue as a 

business premises as per WNP Wiv policy 19, which 

would need a valuation and marketing plan followed 

by agreement from CCC. We would require further 

information on this for WTC to be satisfied that this 
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policy has been met. The application does not 

conform to Local Plan Policy DM19. 

There is reference to class MA of the GDPO but we 

question if this applies to listed buildings.  

 

4f Reference 242192 

 Registered 28/10/2024 

 Development Listed Building application for change of use of 
upper floors and outbuilding from offices to 7no. 
one bed residential units and 1no. basement Office, 
along with minor alterations to exterior of the 
building and internal alterations ******** REVISED 
DES 

 Address Grosvenor House, 1 Station Road, Wivenhoe 
Colchester  CO7 9DH 

 WTC Comment Objection: WTC’s original comments stand but with 

the introduction of more offices to the application 

WTC considers that the lack of provision for parking 

is untenable and would significantly increase local 

traffic and exacerbate the issues with parking on 

Station Road. The application states that the 

apartments are suitable for single people but WTC 

considers that this is an assumption that cannot be 

made. 

There has been an absence of an appropriate 

marketing exercise for the site to continue as a 

business premises as per WNP Wiv policy 19, which 

would need a valuation and marketing plan followed 

by agreement from CCC. We would require further 

information on this for WTC to be satisfied that this 

policy has been met. The application does not 

conform to Local Plan Policy DM19. 

There is reference to class MA of the GDPO but we 

question if this applies to listed buildings.  
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P.03.25.005 Planning Decisions: The Committee considered the following decisions: 
 

• 242586 

• 250029 
 
 
P.03.25.006 Travel & Transport Sub-Committee: Cllr Blomeley reported that he is working on a ‘Cycling Bus’ scheme with Millfields school. It is hoped that the scheme 
will be expanded. 
 
Cllr Luxford-Vaughan said that more needs to be done by Cllr Andrew on the use of street furniture to install the VAS. 
Cllr Blomeley said that he would like to be involved in the railway station access project. He was advised to contact Cllr Cory. 
 
P.03.25.007 New Allotments Working Group: No update.  
 
P.03.25.008 New Cemetery Working Group: Cllr Burke reported that the Heads of Terms need to be agreed. 
 
P.03.25.009 WNP Review: No update  
 
P.03.25.010 Local Nature Plan Update:  Cllr Luxford-Vaughan reported that the LNP was adopted at the CCC Full Council meeting I February. WTC needs to budget for 
the WNP review and extract policy from the LNP to use in the WNP. 
 
P.03.25.011 Leisure and Community Services SPD: Noted 
 
P.03.25.012 Date and time of the next meeting: It was agreed that the next meeting will take place at 7.30pm on Tuesday 1 April 2025. 

 
P.03.24.013 Exclusion of press and public: In accordance with Paragraph 1 (2) of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Council is 
invited to consider if the press and public should be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following item(s) owing to 
the confidential nature of the business 
 
 

PART B 

 
None 
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 21.05. 
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