
 
WIVENHOE TOWN COUNCIL   

                                           

Town Mayor: Cllr. Jon Guy~ Town Clerk- Jo Beighton-Emms 
77 High Street, Wivenhoe, Essex CO7 9AB 

Tel: 01206 822864:  www.wivenhoe.gov.uk: enquiries@wivenhoe.gov.uk          
    
 
10 February 2026                                                              
 
Sir/Madam, 
 
A meeting of Wivenhoe Town Council will be held at the Council Offices, 77 High Street, Wivenhoe 
at 7.00pm on Monday 16 February 2026 for consideration of the business set out below. 
 
If you are a member of the public and you would like to attend this meeting, please contact the 
Town Clerk. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Jo Beighton-Emms 
Town Clerk 

 
AGENDA  
 

A reminder to the Chair to notify attendees of the location of the fire exit and the assembly point by 
the WTC noticeboard located at the front of the Council Offices.  

 
 

Public Questions: are invited prior to the start of the meeting for a maximum of 10 
minutes and limited to 3 minutes per person at the discretion of the Mayor. 
 
 

PART A 

 
1. Election of Deputy Mayor 

 

2. Apologies for absence: To receive apologies and for councillors to accept those 
apologies. 

 
3. Declarations of interest: Councillors will be asked to say if there are any items on the 

agenda about which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest which would prevent 
them from participating in any discussion of the item or participating in any vote 
upon the item, or any other registerable interest or non-registerable interest. 

 

http://www.wivenhoe.gov.uk/
mailto:enquiries@wivenhoe.gov.uk


4. Minutes of previous meetings: To approve the minutes of the Extraordinary Full Town 
Council meeting held on 6 January 2026 and the minutes of the Full Town Council 
meeting held on 19 January 2026. 

 

5. Reports from Members of the County, City Councils & Public Transport 
Representative: 

a. Essex County Councillor; M. Cory. 
b. Colchester City Councillors: M. Cory, S Kelly and A. Luxford-    

           Vaughan. 
c. Peter Kay- Public Transport Representative 
 

6. Proposal by Cllr Guy; ‘That on the recommendation of the Minibus Working Group 
WTC commits to continue to support the community by providing a minibus and 
that a new minibus is purchased to replace the current one which is nearing the end 
of its serviceable life. The EMR for the new minibus is £28,206.’ 
 

7. Committees: 
 

a. Planning: An update from the Chair on the meeting held on 3 February 2026. 
 

b. Finance & Personnel: An update from the Chair. 
  

c. Environment: An update from the Chair on the meeting held on 28 January 
2026.   

 
d. Estates: An update from the Chair on the meeting held on 9 February 2026. 

 
8. RFO Update: 

a. RFO Report 
b. Approve list of payments previously circulated. 
c. Approve the Bank Reconciliation. 
d. Budget 

 
9. Working Groups:  

 
a) Wiv Works 
b) Community Hub 
c) Devolution  
d) Health & Wellbeing 
e) Community Engagement                                                   
f) Car Parks 
g) Sporting Trust 
h) Wivenhoe Community Charity 
i) Events 
j) Local Plan 
k) Mayoral Activities- A report from Cllr Guy  

 
10. Town Clerk’s Report  



 
11. Date and time of the next meeting: To be agreed that the next meeting will be held on 

Monday 16 March 2026 at 7.00pm.  
 

12. Exclusion of press and public: In accordance with Paragraph 1 (2) of The Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Council is invited to consider if the press and 
public should be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following 
item(s) owing to the confidential nature of the business. 

 
 

PART B 

 
 
None 

  



TRANSPORT REP'S REPORT FEBRUARY 2026 
  
The first stage of the ECC government-funded 'Bus Service Improvement Plan' service 
improvements comes into effect on 22.2.26 and involves the Tendring and Harlow 
areas. The Tendring changes are largely minor, involving additional early morning and 
later evening journeys, and the introduction of Sunday journeys on some routes. The 
one major change is the introduction of an hourly Clacton-Brightlingsea service. The 
only improvement applicable to Wivenhoe is the increasing of the weekday evening 74b 
service to hourly (vice two-hourly), and later last Sunday 74 journeys. Even these are 
not likely to attract more then the odd extra Wivenhoe passenger, especially as they do 
not stop to pick up at the usual town centre stops. 
        A subsequent stage of the improvements will cover the Colchester area, but on the 
basis of the Tendring results being related largely to ECC-supported routes, it is unlikely 
to result in any change to Wivenhoe's other (all commercial) services. 
  
Re ECC's enthusiasm on providing P&R facilities at the GC, and recent flannel from them 
on how P&R usage in Essex is prospering, it is interesting to see that in the real world 
from next month the Chelmer Valley service is being reduced to a Mon-Fri daytime only 
operation!  
 

  



 

 
 

  



RFO Finance Report Update for February 2026 FTC 

 

The signed precept request has been submitted to CCC. 

An election has been called for March, the previous election expense was £8,235.  The second 

election this year will take the election budget to £16,470.  The 2025/2026 election budget was 

£2,500, meaning this year we would have overspent by £13,970 on elections.  At year end the 

council will have to decide if this needs to be taken from reserves. 

The VAT return upto 31 December 2026 has been submitted and HMRC have refunded this in 

February. 

Aviva have contributed towards the car park fencing in January and the arborist report that was 

undertaken.  The original funding towards legal costs from Aviva has now been spent and to date 

the Council has now incurred £750 expenditure for the High St car park dispute on legal advice.   

 

b) Payments – That the circulated schedule of payments be approved. 
Receipts – To approve the receipts reports for Cashbook one –  
 01/01 – 31/01/2026    £62,324.79 

c)  Bank Reconciliations –  

 

30/11/2025 Confirmed Bank Balances £595,861 

31/12/2025 Confirmed Bank Balances £579,818 

31/01/2026 Confirmed bank Balances £528,064 

 

d) Budgetary Control Reports at 31.01.2026 

 

The planned income budget was £574,609, to date we have received £614,224.  This is mainly 

due to: 

£1,000 – additional bank interest received, £1,000 extra rental income, £37,000 grants and 

donations received.   

 

The planned expenditure budget was £553,889, to date we have spent £498,535 from the budget 

and £34,000 from reserves. 

 

Community Expenses are currently underspent, this is mainly due to underspends on website 

expenditure, community funds and the council newsletter. 

Civic Expenses are overspent, this is due to elections and hospitality expenses. 

Minibus budget is overspent, this is due to lower donations received, due to the ongoing 

mechanical issues.  The minibus working group has been discussing the minibus replacement. 

Cemetery income is expected to be £1,000 lower than the original budget.  

Mede Way play area donation for £20,000 has been received and moved to reserves. 

 
  



 



 



 



 

 
  



 
 
  



Cllr Andrea Luxford Vaughan Report 

 

Spatial Development Strategy 

Initial meetings have taken place between ECC, Southend and Thurrock. North and 

South Essex representatives will now be included. Gary Guiver (TDC) will represent 

North Essex and is coordinating further engagement across all authorities. 

Garden Community 

The link road is now £86m over budget. A HIF Material Amendment requesting an 

additional £65m has been submitted, leaving a £21m shortfall for Latimer. There 

has been no government response and no legal route to recover costs from 

Latimer. Colchester has signed a memorandum of understanding that heavily 

favours Latimer, potentially creating a significant gap in the £547m infrastructure 

budget. I have raised concerns and am working with others to call in the decision, 

though ECC and TDC have already signed it off. 

The planning application is still awaited; Latimer appears to be delaying 

submission to increase pressure on government regarding the HIF amendment. 

City Centre Masterplan 

Work continues to identify a site for the new bus interchange. Britannia Car Park 

and Vineyard Street Car Park are now unlikely due to access and heritage 

constraints. Re-use of the former Queen Street bus station (Painters Yard) remains 

under consideration. The St Botolph’s Circus redesign is progressing through ECC 

Highways towards tender. 

Sustainable Transport 

Progress on the EV strategy is paused pending ECC feedback on the chargepoint 

delivery contract, with collaboration terms still unresolved. Work continues with 

ECC and the Colchester Travel Plan Club to promote park and ride, including 

possible extended hours for events. A bus-use promotion campaign is in 

development. 

Several s106-funded schemes are advancing, including Walk with Words, King 

Edward Quay, Swing Basin and improvements to the Wivenhoe Trail. Purchase of 

the Portal Precinct secure bike park is nearing completion, with works expected in 

March/April 2026. Cycling promotion, shared mobility initiatives and 

redevelopment of the Walk Colchester website are also underway. 

Infrastructure 

The Norwich to Tilbury NSIP is now at the examination stage. 

Consultations 

• Draft NPPF response is being prepared. Once my notes are shared with 

Colchester officers, I will circulate to the planning committee, as we should 

consider submitting our own response. 



• Streamlining Statutory Consultations closed on 13 January. 

• A draft response on permitted development rights for EV charging has been 

submitted for approval. 

 

 

 

 

 
 


